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had ever possessed, in addition to this, so exten-
sive a circle of tribute-paying states. Though he
had done little in the northeast and nothing in the
north, he had immensely increased Assyrian pres-
tige in the west, and in the south Babylonia, with
all its traditions of glory and honor, had become
an integral part of his dominions.

After his reign there comes slowly but surely
a period of strange, almost inexplicable, decline.
Of the next three reigiiH we have no single royal
inscription, and are confined to the brief notes of
the Eponym Lists. From these we learn too little
to enable us to follow the decline of Assyrian
fortunes, but we gain here and there a glimpse of
it, and see also not less vividly the growth of u
strong northern power which should vex Assyrian
kings for centuries.

The successor of Adad-nirari III was Shalina-
ueser III (782-773), to whom the Eponym Lists
ascribe teu campaigns. Some of these were of
little consequence. One was against the land of
Namri, an eastern tributary country of which we
have heard much in previous reigns. It had prob-
ably not paid the regular tribute, which had there-
fore to be collected in the presence of an army.
No less than six of the campaigns were directed
against the land of Urartu. "We know nothing
directly of these campaigns and their results. But
the history of a time not very distant shows that
these campaigns were more than the usual tribute-
collecting and plundering expeditions. They were